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identify, monitor, and interdict pathways that
may be involved in the introduction of
invasive species. If recommended measures
are not authorized by current law, the Coun-
cil shall develop and recommend to the
President through its Co-Chairs legislative
proposals for necessary changes in authority.

(c) The Council shall update the Manage-
ment Plan biennially and shall concurrently
evaluate and report on success in achieving
the goals and objectives set forth in the Man-
agement Plan. The Management Plan shall
identify the personnel, other resources, and
additional levels of coordination needed to
achieve the Management Plan’s identified
goals and objectives, and the Council shall
provide each edition of the Management
Plan and each report on it to the Office of
Management and Budget. Within 18 months
after measures have been recommended by
the Council in any edition of the Manage-
ment Plan, each Federal agency whose action
is required to implement such measures shall
either take the action recommended or shall
provide the Council with an explanation of
why the action is not feasible. The Council
shall assess the effectiveness of this order no
less than once each 5 years after the order
is issued and shall report to the Office of
Management and Budget on whether the
order should be revised.

Sec. 6. Judicial Review and Administra-
tion. (a) This order is intended only to im-
prove the internal management of the execu-
tive branch and is not intended to create any
right, benefit, or trust responsibility, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
equity by a party against the United States,
its agencies, its officers, or any other person.

(b) Executive Order 11987 of May 24,
1977, is hereby revoked.

(c) The requirements of this order do not
affect the obligations of Federal agencies
under 16 U.S.C 4713 with respect to ballast
water programs.

(d) The requirements of section 2(a)(3) of
this order shall not apply to any action of
the Department of State or Department of
Defense if the Secretary of State or the Sec-
retary of Defense finds that exemption from
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such requirements is necessary for foreign
policy or national security reasons.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 3, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 5, 1999]

NoTe: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on February 8.

Proclamation 7166—American Heart
Month, 1999
February 3, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Thanks to the dedicated efforts of sci-
entists and researchers and the strong sup-
port of the American public, today we stand
at the threshold of a new frontier in the pre-
vention and treatment of heart disease. And
in coming years, Americans will reap even
greater benefits from our ongoing commit-
ment to heart research.

Already, research has profoundly altered
scientists’ understanding of heart disease, re-
vealing that the likelihood of heart disease
is increased by risk factors such as smoking,
high blood pressure, high blood cholesteral,
diabetes, obesity, physical inactivity, and a
family history of early heart disease. Armed
with this knowledge, millions of Americans
have been able to take steps to reduce their
risk of illness. Thanks to scientific discov-
eries, those already afflicted with heart dis-
ease now have access to lifesaving therapies
and procedures such as clot-dissolving drugs,
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, defibrillation,
and balloon angioplasty.

Even greater advances lie ahead. Fields on
the verge of delivering major innovations in-
clude molecular genetics, gene therapy, bio-
technology, immunology, and epidemiology.
The next breakthroughs will include better
noninvasive diagnostic tools that can help
physicians examine the heart and blood ves-
sels without surgery; an implantable mechan-
ical device that can restore heart function to
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those suffering heart failure; and a drug that
can promote the growth of new blood vessels
to body tissues and organs with poor circula-
tion.

But technology is not a panacea. Despite
the great gains we have made, heart disease
remains the leading cause of death in the
United States, and millions of Americans
have at least one risk factor for heart disease.
Moreover, recent data have shown a slight
rise in the death rate for stroke and a slowing
in the decline of the death rate for coronary
heart disease. Some cardiovascular condi-
tions, such as heart failure, as well as two
key heart disease risk factors, obesity and
physical inactivity, are on the increase among
Americans.

We must work together to make all Ameri-
cans aware of the information science has
given us regarding controllable risk factors
for cardiovascular disease. It is particularly
important that we reach out to African Amer-
icans, Hispanic Americans, other minority
communities, and women, who often are at
high risk for heart disease and stroke, and
ensure that they have access to the resources
and information they need to guard against
these afflictions. We must also encourage
families to teach their children the impor-
tance of adopting healthy lifestyle practices
early and maintaining them into and
throughout adulthood.

The Federal Government continues to
play a vital role in improving the cardio-
vascular health of Americans by supporting
research and public education through the
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute
of the National Institutes of Health. The
American Heart Association, through its re-
search and education programs and its broad
network of dedicated volunteers, also plays
a crucial part in bringing about much-needed
advances.

As Americans look ahead to a new century
and a new millennium, we should use the
momentum of past heart research as a
springboard to even greater gains. In rec-
ognition of the importance of the ongoing
fight against cardiovascular disease, the Con-
gress, by Joint Resolution approved Decem-
ber 30, 1963 (77 Stat. 843; 36 U.S.C. 169b),
has requested that the President issue an an-
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nual proclamation designating February as
“American Heart Month.”

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim February 1999 as Amer-
ican Heart Month. | invite the Governors of
the States, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, officials of other areas subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States, and the
American people to join me in reaffirming
our commitment to combating cardiovascular
disease and stroke.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this third day of February, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 5, 1999]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 8.

Memorandum on Vietnamese
Cooperation in Accounting for
United States Prisoners of War and
Missing in Action

February 3, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99-12

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Vietnamese Cooperation in
Accounting for United States Prisoners of
War and Missing in Action (POW/MIA)

As provided under section 609 of the De-
partments of Commerce, Justice, and State,
the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 1999, as contained in the Om-
nibus Consolidated and Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1999, Public Law
105-277, | hereby determine, based on all
information available to the United States
Government, that the Government of the So-
cialist Republic of Vietnam is fully cooperat-
ing in good faith with the United States in
the following four areas related to achieving
the fullest possible accounting for Americans



